[Significance of neu-protein for prognosis of breast cancers].
In 147 primary breast carcinomas, over-expression of NEU-protein was detected immuno-histochemically. 20 tumours (13.6%) showed a positive reaction. Correlations with established prognostic factors, showed a significant relationship to unfavourable histological grading and negative oestrogen receptor status, as well as to the negative status of both oestrogen and progesterone receptors. However, no correlation could be demonstrated with the progesterone receptor alone. Only a trend without significance was demonstrated to the tumour size and proliferation rate-indicated by the Ki-67 antibody. No correlation existed to the status of the axillary nodes. Overexpression of NEU-protein proved to have a significant influence on the disease-free survival and overall survival in a median follow-up time of 31 months. Nevertheless, this could be shown only for tumours with metastasis in axillary nodes, but not for nodal negative tumours. A possible Longer follow-up time is necessary, to show a difference of results for the latter group.